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I have to offer you all an apology as I start on another year of Neasletters. 
Owing to staff problsms in the little firm that does my duplicating the last two 
Nesslsttera.have·been late reaching you. This problem has been sorted out and 
we should now be able to get back to normal. 

from on� apology to another, as c�sts of producing and posting the Nessletters 
incraasea L.must ask for an increased subscription. Up to £2.00 for the British 
Isles, and $8.00 fo�·North America. Other areas on_a similar scale will be worked 
out on application. 

Now let's get on. Once more may I thank you for being members, as I 
usually-end.the··Nessletters, you are the NIS, your news and views are very necessary 
I am glad to report that I seem to be getting mora response as the years pass. 
Please· remember if you are ·planning to go to Loch Ness, or any other of the 'monster• 
locations, if you let me know, I can include the information in a Nessletter and 

I then a little follow-up of·your trip. I always feel it is good to know that when 
.I most of us are stuck with our day to day life there is still someone interested 

watching·the loch. from time to time I include the names and addresses of 
members interested in getting in touch with others to correspond about the subject, 
or even to meet each other. I do not know how successful they have been but if you 
would like to try it�_let me know. 

satellite 
A novel scheme has been put forward by Mr Parker of Partech Electronics Ltd. 

(NIS. 35). .It. is for.-tha monitoring .of large volumes of the loch by satellite. 
, · · ·  · · - · · -ihe proposal is for three, or more, buoys· to -ba moo.red. in the loch. These bouys will 

be equipped with transmitters and a varied selection of sensor&.· -· O.Var . . tha years. 
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he has been liJOrld.ng-·on Loch Ness, 1'1r Parker has been able to establish the 
par.amete·rs of the area in which he requires the sensors to operate. Pleasuremants 
of light, sounds, .wave actions, are among those it would be possible to monitor. 
Also th�-mouament of anything inthe water, and how large it is, although the 
equipment should be able to distinguish fish from larger objects. The sensors 
would be-suspended from soccer-ball sized bouys, with battery power capable of. 
lasting a year. All that would be visable above the surface is a small stainless 
steel aerial. Information gathered in an hour could be transmitted in a three 
second pulse. In that time the satellite could receive as many as 32 sapearate 
items of inf�rmation. The satellite concerned is the Tiros-N, part of the frsnch 
Argas Satellite communication system. Tiros-N then beams the information to 
ground---telemetry. receiving stations in France or America, then it comes tf:l�ough data 
processing computers in Toul.ouse, francs, or Houston, .USA. It is-- then. possible to 
dial a Telex phone number and get the information that has been gathered in Loch 
Nes.s without. leaving your office. The cost of this project works out at about 
£2,000 for the buoys, with running costs of from £3 a day to £3 an hour depending 
on the amount of info�mation required and satellite time needed. 

If this project is put into operation the results will be very interesting. 
I have always been in favour of any work done to extend our knowledge of the loch. 
But I must.admit to feeling that it may not help too much in the solving of the 
'monster� problem. I am a keen supporter of the surface cine-photographer type 
of hunt. Over the .years many people have done much in the way of sonar work in 

_ the·loch. On a great many occasions positive results have been obtained, but 
we are no closer ·to identifying the animals. My thoughts on the matter are, 
until we ·ars able. to lay hands on a body or a live creature the next best evidence 

· · for ·identification· is· ·a sequence· ·of very good cine-film. If -a--continuous · 
under-water monitoring .could produce evidence of a pattarn of behaviour to enable 
cameras to be mounted in the correct placas, ashore of underwater, it would·be a 
tramendous .achievement. 
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Ogopogo 
Ritchie Benedict sent me the following article by Canadian Press. September 

8th, 1979, Kelowna, ·a. c. An unidentified Alberta tourist could be in for a 
surprise when he screens the home movies-of hie holiday in the Okanagan area, 
�elieves a local resident who has spent years following the wake of a legend. 
Arlene Gael said the film could contain some highly unusual wildlife footage and 
perhaps the best look ever recorded of Ogopogo, the creatures said to inhabit 
the depths of Lake Okanagan. Not only that, the film may reveal that not one but 
two of the creatures were visible on the surface of the lake near the shore. Gaal 
said in an interview, the sighting took place between August 12th and 15th and 
was witnessed by four or five carloads of passers-by. One of them Chris Clayton 
of Kelowna, captured the scene on an inexpensive box camera which yielded only a 
distant fuzzy photo of some turbulence on the water. Clayton noticed another 
onlooker recording the scene with a movie camora, but did not think of gotting tho 
man's namo and othor particulars. Ho was doscribod as middlo-agod balding and 
was driving a two-tono Oodgo with Alborta liconco platos towing a trailor. Gael 
is hoping tho man will atop forward and voluntoor his film for hor rosoarch. "If ho'e 
taken any footago of it, ho was closo onough to got vary good photographs, " she said, • 

noting that "it would bo hold in tho strictest confidonco for scientific purposes. " 
Tho boat look yot at tho monster was rocordod in a frame onlargomont of homo movie film 
shot in 1968. Gael said it shoe tho outline of a reptilian croature estimated at 
anywhoro from 15 to 20 metros ( ? my question mark, Rip) in length. Scores of 
eyowit�ess sightings back up the description that can bo made out from tha indistinct 
photo. Tho witnossos to tho August 1979 sighting said thoir attention was drawn 
by some unusual movomonts in tho still waters of tho lake. Thoy stopped for a loq�, 
and could make out a largo creature swimming near the surface. Moments later, 

·-

...... another ripple appoarod at anothor point in the lako and moved rapidly towards ... 
the first. Tho ripples mat, and Gaal said tho scone was likened by Clayton as twa""· 
elephants enjoying a mudbath as two largo creatures with dinosaur-like hoads, long 
tapering necks and round stroam-linod bodies, thrashed playfully in tha water. Tho 
scono lasted about ton minutes before tho playmates submerged. Sightings of two 
croaturos at onco aro not unknown, but sufficiently raro to warrant an extra moasuro 
of excitement. Whilo Gaal is anxious to track down tho movie-taking Albortan, 
sho also has launched a local hunt for the man aboard a small ploasuro boat noar the 
spot where tho monsters mot. The boat, soon in Clayton's photo, started it's 
engine and took off at top spood moments aftor tho creatures surfaced. Tho 
frightened sailor probably has the honour of seeing Ogopogo from the closot range 
on record. Summer is usually tho boat time for Ogopogo sightings, tho ono just 
ended has boon no exception. In �ay, a local couple strolling by the lako saw 
one of the creatures up with its head and neck fully out of tho water. The first 
recorded sighting.of a large creature in the doop waters of the mountain lako 
dates back to 1875 and thoy have occurod regularly enough sinco then to becomo 
almost commonplace. Thoro is nothing as yot approaching definitive evidence that 
the creatures are anything more than illusions, overweight trout or some othor 
imposter, or even an elaborate century-old hoax, even though the reports of othor 
monsters around the world lend credence to the reports. 

Gael, who has written two books on hor search for the monster, said she is 
not deterred by those who doubt or deny the existence of the creature. 11Thero 
are sceptics who will disbelieve anything. Then there are those who will believe 
almost anything. Most people will believe something when they see it. Ay aim 
is to just set down any facta that are available and document thorn as fully as 
possible and let pooplo decide for themselves. " 

I have no other sources to check the above details, but Arlene Gaal is 
an experienced ha�d with monster reports and should know what's what. Novor-the­
less I must loavo readers to make up their own minds. 

-'� ... -
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�k-Ko! 
NIS 33 carried a story about Lake Labinkir in Siberia. At the end of tha 

article was a brief montion of Lake Kok-Kol in southern Kazakstan. The Timoe of 
February 16th 1980 had an article-about this lake, with mora facta also an 
official �xpalanation of the strange happ�nings. Anatoly Pecherak;, e Soviot 
geographer, reported several sightings of a strange animal. It �as described in 
the newspeper Kc:.� }omol 'skaya Pravda, by Mr Pech

.
eraky, as a huge snake-like creature. 

He estimatod tho body to bo 50 foet long with a head about 6 feet long. Two yoare 
later, in 1977,a studont expedition was mounted to investigate the reports. Since 
thGn mora sightings have been reported, and a further expedition organised with 
the support of the Zooological Institute of the Kazakh Academy of Sciences. 

The Soviet creatures, like those �n Loch Ness, �ould soem to be large and 
unidentified, but there the similarity ends. The creatures reported 1n Lake 
lebinkir ( NIS33) havo tho reputation of being carnivorous, Those in Lake Kok-Kol 
£=a reported to have the same tendencies. Sheep go missing �hila grazing near the 
�hare, and even humans go missing. Two young broth�rs are reported to have die­
appeared recently, while swimming in the lake. They are also crodited with the ability 
to make �oises ranging from eerie whstles to one that reeemb�es a etrnglod camel 
cry. 

A Kazakh ecientifio journalist, Ssrgi Ibrahimov, who accompanied tho lateat 
expedition to the lake first heard the monster's cry when he spent a holiday et 
Ko�-Kol with his sane in 1974. The scientific journal Vokrug Sveta carried a report 
of his sighting. 

"Suddenly all the birds fishing in the lake flew off and, amid awful screeching, 

circled ebove one point of Kok-Kol. I could not understand their behaviour ee the 
l�!<e sc ..... --"Jd perfectly calm. Then unexpectedly, the water began to heave and wave 
somg 21 to 24 feet from whore I was standing. The zig-zaga appesred on the lake 
surface, which seemed to eddy and whirl as if a huge snake-like body were swimming 
just below, I estimated ita length at least 45 feat. The creature with the snake­
like body, �earned to be raising itself from the lake and � waves broke over it." 
.':rgsi went on to say he was convinced it was about to raise ita head from the 
water and during the several minutes of the sight�ng completly forgot the ec1entif1c 
sce�ticism a researcher is supposed to show. 

Vokrug Sveta has now presented the findings of the scientific expedition 
sent to resolve the mystery once and for all. V.Volchkov, a scientific officer of 
South Kazakh Gaological Institute, has come up with the explanation to the eightJ.nga. 
He has established that the floor of Kok-kol is a deep crater filled by an Ice Age 
moraine. In such lakes the water often burrows ·under the lake floor. There are 

many of these siphons and channels under lake Kok-Kol, and some of them have been 
uncovered and measured by the expedition. The rest is obvious. Depending on the 
underground hydrological system the channels beneath the lake draw in water from 
the lake. The intake of water can be weaker; this is when small whirlpools appear, 

or the surface of the lake shows a snake-like motion resembling the body of a deep 

water monster. However, the intake of water can be most violent, end on such 
occasions the under-floor siphons can draw in air as well as water, giving rise to 

the strange sounds. This would also explain the disappearance of animals from the 
ed9e of the lake, and of strong swimmers in the water. 

This is a very interesting account, but I feel that instead of siphons one 
could put, otters, logs, floating mats of vegatation, etc. While all these 

exr-- - :· tions must be taken into account, I think it is a mistake to use any one of 

them as a complete explanation of all sightings. 

NIS at loch Nees 
I have word from Jeff �atson concerning his intended 'hunting' achadule for 1980. 

He will be at Loch Ness for two weeks from 5th May 80. Working from a base in 
the Invermoriston area he is planning to watch mainly on the northern share, �ith 
e��hasis on rivar mouths. He hopes to return to the loch on the 1 2th of July for 

a further 3 waeks. 
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He will use a base in the Altsigh area, and be watching in similar locations to his 
earlier visit. At tho beginning of August he will transfer his attentions to Loch 
Morar for two weeks. from a base in the vicinity of the village of Morar, ha hopes to 
�a some watching from various places on the North shore of the loch. On his way 
back to Loch Ness in the third week of August he will spend a week at Loch Shiel. 
During this, hie first, visit to this loch he hopes to be basad near to Glenfinnan, 
watching along the South shore to Polloch. He is also intending to do some local 
background research into possible sightings. The 23rd of August shculd find Jeff 
back at Loch Ness for a further three weeks. Once again working from the Altsigh 
base, in a similar manner to his previous visits. 

Already this year Jeff has spent soma time down at falmouth Bay, in Cornwall, 
researching into •Morgawr'• He spent time watching around the mouth of the Helford 
River, between the points known as Rosemullion Head and Toll Point, While thore he 
shot off a frame or two on a humped object at some distance from him. The resultant 
prints era not vary detailed, and Jeff says himself that it was probably d+iftwood. 
Also on the theme of sea-creatures he is planning to make a short trip tQ Barmouth 
Bay, in North Wales, which is another location which has produced reports of strange 
animals in the past. Jaff's year of very varied 'monster' hunting will be rounded off 
with another week down at falmouth, perhaps in December. 

He has also been doing research into the literature of folklo�e, as a basis for 
possibly finding further British lakes or sea locations, with a history of Qtrange 
animals, that may be worth further investigatian. 

When Jeff visited me last year he was anxious to be able to add something 
to the general field of monster research. With his planned programme for this year 
he is certainly trying very hard. 

Allison Rigg and Nick Sykes will be at the loch from April 12th to the 26th, 
and while there, they will be travelling by bicycle. I've no other means of 
identification. They also hope to be back some time in August. 

Alan �ar�ison w�itea to say he hopes to visit the loch in early July, No 
exact-date, as yet, but he hopes it �ill be for a fortnignt! 

· 

Pa4� Covell has moved back to Pitlochry, Soma �embers.may remembe� that in 
previous years Paul has worked at the Pitloc�ry feetival Tneat�a, �· is dqing so 
again this year, any member$ pa�s�ng tnrQugh �re invited tq d�op in apd v�sit� He 
is �lso planning to get up to· tha.lac� fQr·a �umber of trip�,. He is no� driv�ng 
a red Mini Clubman Estate, registration NTS 971 R, keep an eye open f�r it, 

Rip Hepple & family. I hope to be at the loch for our holidays, f���·28th July 
to 10th August. � vehicle is still a Bedford Do�mobile, white with ��� symbol Qn 
the sides, Rag number CXG 583K. We will be based o� tne l.oG�si.�a·naa�·Aqriachao� 
Books Etc. 

· 

UfO Oirectorya A directory of UFO & Strange Phenomena groups and publications 
ie now available, price £1.00 tncl�ding postage, ffom UfO NETWORK, 2 �vian Court, 
Colney Hatch Lane, London N10. 

"�ustice and MacNeasie", �s a childrens book aimed at the 5 to 10 year olds. 
Written by Ruth R.Curtis, a �etired Rhode Island teacher and Robert H.Rin.es. It is 
illustrated with pictures in four co�ours, and iQ due out in the USA in Marc�, 

"Alien Animals": by Janet and Colin Bo�d, published by Granada Publishing i� 
hardback £7. 95, It has chapters on, Lake Monsters, Giant birds & Birdmen, Black 
dogs, Mystery big-cats, and.the Bigfoot (Yeti ate), I have not read it properly 
yet, but on leafing through it it seems to be a most comprehensive book! The 
authors have written a number of books on paranormal subjecta. 

Well thats the first Nessletter of.another year. Please remeber your news 
and views are needed, after all you are NIS. _Sorry once more about the delays and 
increase in subscriptions. (U.K. £2.00 N.America �8.00), the address remains the 
same; R R Hepple, Huntshieldford, St.Johns Chapel, Bishop Auckland� Co Durham, 
OL13 1RQ. Tels Wearhead 359. 

Rip. 


